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PROSPECTUS 


(Efje  jWorrisfcurg  &  <0ttatoa 
Cleftric  Eatltoap  Co. 

Incorporated  by   Special  Act  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ontario. 

CAPITALIZATION     -     -     $500,000 

Divided  into  5000  shares. 
Par  value,  $100  each. 

Head  Office:  MOREWOOD,  ONT. 
Officers;  anb  $robtgional  Btrector* : 

J.  McFarlane,  Chairman  Provisional  Board, 
Ottawa,  Ont. 
W.  H.   Fetterly,  Vice-Chairman, 
Morrisburg,  Ont. 
E.J.  Laverdure,  General  Manager,  Ottawa,  Ont. 
E.  A.  Bishop,  Provisional  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Ottawa,  Ont. 
J.  W.  Bogart,  More  wood,  Ont. 
Hector  McDonald,  Ottawa,  Ont. 
Calvin  Munro,  Chesterville,  Ont. 
J.  H.  Loughridge,  Morewood,  Ont. 
W.  C.  Strader,  Williamsburg,  Ont. 

bankers; : 

Molsou's  Bank. 

Solicitor : 
[rwin  Hilliard,  Morrisburg,  Ont. 

Copy  filed  with  Provincial  Secretary, 
Toronto,  Out. 


(\]VIN  G  to  so  many  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
the  benefits  or  otherwise  of  Suburban  Electric  Rail- 
ways to  the  Towns  and  Villages,  as  well  as  the  City 
where  such  a  line  is  established,  the  President  of 
the  M.  &•  O.R.R.  secured  the  names  and  addresses 
of  a  few  of  the  leading  business  men  on  the  line 
of  the  Hamilton,  Grimsby  <$*>  Beamsville  Electric 
Railway  and  wrote,  asking  them  how  they  found 
it  affected  them,  and  their  replies  will  be  found  at 
the  back  of  this  prospectus.  They  speak  for  them- 
selves and  are  well  worthy   of  careful   perusal. 


The  Morrisburg  &  Ottawa 
Electric  Railway  Co. 


Summary  of  Charter. 


I 


CHARTER  of  the  Company  gives 
it  the  right  to  construct  and  operate 
an  Electric  Railway  from  Ottawa, 
the  Dominion  Capital,  to  the  Town 
of  Morrisburg,  situated  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  River.  The  Company 
are  also  privileged,  if  deemed  ad- 
visable, to  build  and  maintain  sanatariums  and 
hotels. 

Original  Incorporators. 

The  original  incorporators  in  the  Company's 
Charter  were : 

Giles  W.  Bogart,  Chesterville,  Ont.,  Merchant. 
Bradford  Loughridge,  Morewood,  Ont.,  Yeoman. 
Robert  Merkley,  Lunenburg,   Ont.,  Yeoman. 
Harvey  Loughridge,   Morewood,   Ont.,   Yeoman. 
Charles   Willard,    Morewood,    Ont.,    Locomotive 
Engineer. 

Route. 

The  line  in  its  fifty-five  miles,  will  pass  near 
or  through  the  following  prosperous  towns  and 
villages:  Morrisburg,  Glen  Becker,  Bouek's  Hill, 
Elma,  Winchester  Springs,  Dunbar,  .Winchester, 
Chesterville,  Morewood,  Kenmore,  Ormond, 
Marionville,  Metcalfe,  Vernon,  Greely,  South 
Gloucester,  Leitrim,  Wakley's  Corners,  Billings' 
Bridge,  Ottawa. 


Other  Line  Connections. 

At  Ottawa  the  Road  may  connect  with  the 
following  Railways : 

C.P.R.  Short  Line  to  Montreal;  C.N.R.  New 
Line  to  Quebec  City;  G.T.R.  Montreal  Line; 
New  York  &  Ottawa;  C.P.R.  Prescott  Line; 
G.T.R.  Parry  Sound  Line;  C.P.R.  Western 
Division;  P.  &  P. J. ;  C.P.R.  Gatineau  Line;  C. 
P.R.  North  Shore  Line;  Aylmer  Electric  Line. 

At  Chesterville  connections  will  be  made  with 
the  C.P.R.  Short  Line,  Montreal  to  Smith's 
Falls.  At  Morrisburg  connections  will  be  made 
with  the  G.T.R.  Main  Line  and  with  St.  Law- 
rence River  Boats. 

U.  S.  Connecting  Lines. 


At  Morrisburg  connections  by  Ferry  with 
Waddington,  N.Y.,  almost  directly  opposite, 
brings  the  road  in  touch  with  the  new  St.  Law- 
rence &  Norwood  Railway,  thus  forming  a  short 
route  from  Ottawa,  Canada's  Capital,  to  New 
York,  America's  Metropolis. 

This  will  also  give  close  connections  with 
many  of  the  largest  cities  of  New  York  State, 
including  Albany,  Syracuse,  Troy,  Schenectady, 
Poughkeepsie,  Utica,  etc. 

Magnificent  Country. 

It  would  be  hard  to  find  anywhere  in  Eastern 
Canada  an  equally  level  stretch  of  magnificent 
farming  country  with  such  evidences  of  prosper- 
ity and  success  on  every  side.  In  the  whole 
distance  there  is  not  one  elevation  worthy  of 
note.  This  means  that  grading  will  be  done  at  a 
very  small  cost. 

Bonuses. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Company  will  obtain 
bonuses  from  the  different  municipalities  through 


which  the  line  will  pass,  and  in  some  cases  free 
right  of  way  over  the  public  highway,  and  also 
that  small  bonuses  will  be  given  by  many  of  the 
individual  farmers  along  the  route. 

The  preliminary  survey  has  been  completed 
and  levels  for  grading  have  also  been  taken  over 
a  major  portion  of  the  road. 

Blue  Prints  of  the  line  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  different  Provisional  Directors  and  can  be 
seen  on  application. 

Options  on  Power. 


Options  on  power  have  been  secured  at  Fifteen 
Dollars  per  h.p.  for  any  amount  required,  and 
with  the  power  available  the  Company  when 
ready  to  close  for  same  can  probably  secure  it 
for  a  lower  figure. 

The  Company  have  the  right  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts for  the  furnishing  of  electric  energy  for 
light  and  power  purposes. 

Construction  Work. 


The  calling  of  tenders  and  commencement  of 
active  construction  work  will  take  place  as  soon 
as  1250  shares  of  the  Capital  Stock  now  offered 
the  public  are  taken  up,  and  the  10%  paid  in  to 
the  credit  of  the  Company. 

A  General  Meeting  of  the  shareholders  will 
then  be  called  and  organization  completed,  when 
the  Board  will  be  in  a  position  to  commence 
active  construction  work. 

Remuneration  of  Directors. 

No  provision  has  been  made  as  to  remunera- 
tion of  Directors  or  Officers. 


Qualification  of  Directors. 

The  qualification  of  any  Director  shall  be  the 
holding  in  his  own  right  of  at  least  Ten  Shares 
of  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Company. 

Stock  Offered. 

The  Provisional  Directors  are  offering  at  par 
value  for  public  subscription  1250  shares  of  the 
Capital  iStock  of  the  Company.  They  are  de- 
sirous of  dividing  this  among  as  many  subscrib- 
ers as  possible,  preferring  for  the  future  of  the 
road,  to  have  as  many  as  possible  with  a  direct 
interest  in  its  welfare. 

Stock  will  be  allotted  to  whom  and  in  as  many 
shares  as  the  Board  deem  advisable.  Any  ap- 
plication will  be  subject  to  the  revision  and 
approval  of  the  Directors. 

Subscription  Blanks. 

Each  of  the  Provisional  Directors  is  supplied 
with  subscription  blanks  and  is  open  to  receive 
subscriptions.  A  deposit  of  10%  upon  each  share 
subscribed  for,  is  required  at  time  of  application. 
The  balance  will  be  subject  to  call  by  resolution 
of  the  Directors  as  the  work  progresses. 

Thirty  days'  notice  will  be  given  previous  to 
any  such  call  falling  due. 

Auditor. 


No  Auditor  has  as  yet  been  appointed  by  the 
Company. 

Brokerage. 


It  is  not  intended  that  the  brokerage  for  secur- 
ing subscriptions  shall  exceed  5%. 


Allotment. 

The  minimum  subscription  on  which  the 
Directors  may  proceed  to  allotment  has  been 
fixed  at  1250  shares. 

Preliminary  Expenses. 


It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  for  preliminary 

expenses  will  not  exceed  $5000. 


Map  Showing  Connecting  Lines. 


FROM    THE    GRIMSBY    INDEPENDENT. 

Grimsby,  Ont.,  March  17,  1910 
J.   McFARLANE,   Esq., 

120  Bank  Street,  Ottawa,  Ontario. 
Dear  Sir,— 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  March  fifteenth,  re  the 
benefits  of  an  electric  railway  to  Grimsby,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  figure  out  what  benefits 
a  town  and  what  does  not,  but  one  fact  stands  out 
prominently  about  Grimsby  and  that  is  that  in  1894,  when 
the  electric  railway  was  built,  Grimsby  was  a  little,  old- 
fashioned  village  with  a  population  of  about  nine  hundred 
and  today  it  is  a  smart,  up-to-date  town  with  a  population 
of  fifteen  hundred,  in  the  village  itself,  and  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  immediately  surrounding  the  village 
has  far  more  than  doubled. 

Grimsby  has  many  advantages  and  we  count  the 
electric  railway,  with  its  magnificent  passenger,  freight 
and  express  services,  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  ad- 
vantages. Since  the  railway  was  built,  there  has  been  a 
great  boom  in  all  the  properties  right  along  it.  Beautiful 
houses  have  been  built,  lawns  laid  out  and  shrubbery 
planted,  and  these  properties  have  changed  hands  at  very 
high  prices,  to  outside  people,  who  seemed  to  want  to 
oome  here  on  account  of  the  many  local  advantages*  and 
not  the  least  of  these  is  the  fine  service  on  the  electric 
line,  both  for  passengers  and  freight. 

This  is  a  fruit  growing  district,  and  the  electric  rail- 
way inaugurated  a  freight  and  express  service  which  picks 
up  the  fruit  at  every  man's  gate,  running  several  freight 
and  express  cars  every  day.  There  is  also  two  or  three 
freight  cars  a  day  running  from  the  city,  through  our 
village  to  the  next  village,  carrying  freight  and  express 
and  laying  it  off  at  the  gateways  in  the  country  and  at 
the  business  places  in  the  village. 

Our  fruit  lands  east  and  west  of  the  village  have 
increased  in  value  in  the  past  fifteen  years  from  two 
hundred  dollars  an  acre  to  eight  hundred  and  a  thousand 
dollars  per  acre.  I  think  that  the  electric  railway  with 
its  excellent  service  both  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
people  and  their  goods,  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in 
bringing   about   this   change. 

The  railway  carries  a  great  deal  of  trade  to  Hamil- 
ton, in  fact  there  is  more  trade  going  to  Hamilton  from 
Grimsby  now  than  there  was  altogether  in  Grimsby  at  the 
time  that  the  electric  railway  was  built,  and  yet  the  trade 
that  is  being  done  in  Grimsby  is  double  or  perhaps  treble 
what  it  was  when  the  railway  was  built  and  the  business 
places  are  all  up-to-date,  in  fact  our  stores  are  equal  to 
city  stores. 

My  opinion  of  an  electric  railway  in  helping  a  village 
near  a  big  city  is  that  if  the  soil  and  surroundings  of  the 
village  is  good,  that  the  electric  railway  will  be  a  means 
of  increasing  the  population  and  this  will  naturally  in- 
crease the  price  of  real  estate  and  the  increased  popula- 
tion   will   also   help    business. 

Our  village  has  had  a  great  boom,  but  we  didn't  sit 
still    and    expect    the    electric    railway    to    boom    it.       We 


boomed  it  ourselves.  We  have  an  excellent  electric  light 
plant;  we  have  ten  miles  of  cement  sidewalks;  we  have 
the  best  system  of  water-works  in  Ontario;  we  have  good 
streets;  we  have  first-class  public  and  high  schools,  and 
we  have  a  splendid  class  of  law-abiding  citizens.  This 
made  our  locality  a  desirable  place  to  live  in  and  the 
electric  railway  brought  the  people  here,  they  saw  the 
land,  they  liked  it,  and  they  located. 

There  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  but  that  the 
electric  railway  has  been  an  enormous  benefit  to  the 
country  between  Hamilton  and  Beamsville,  and  a  country 
cannot  be  prosperous  without  the  villages  situated  in  it 
being  prosperous  also.  At  any  rate,  there  is  one  fact  that 
cannot  be  disputed,  we  have  had  the  railway  for  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years  and  are  more  prosperous  now  than  we 
ever  were  before. 

Yours  very  truly, 

JAS.   A.   LIVINGSTON. 


PROM  A.  F.  HAWKE,  MERCHANT.       . 

Grimsby,   Ont.,   April   4th,   1910. 
MR.   J.   McPARLANE, 

Ottawa,  Canada. 
Dear  Sir,— 

Yours  of  March  15th  received  re  Electric  Road.  The 
H.  G.  &  B.,  running  through  this  district,  has  certainly 
been  a  great  benefit  to  the  town,  and  surrounding 
country.  Property  on  each  side  of  Grimsby  has  been  cut 
up  into  five,  ten,  and  twenty-five  acre  lots  and  has  been 
sold  for  $500  to  $1000  per  acre.  There  is  fully  double  the 
business  done,  as  people  living  around  Grimsby  are  in 
town  on  the  electric  road  three  or  four  times,  when  they 
used  to  drive  in  once.  Saturday  night  our  streets  are 
crowded,  and  the  late  cars  each  way  have  always  a  crowd 
of  people.  Ten  years  ago  I  had  the  only  dry  goods  store 
in  town.  We  have  today  two,  Gents'  Furnishing,  and  sev- 
eral shoe  stores,  and  my  business  has  more  than  doubled. 
I  believe  Mr.  Wm.  Mitchell,  our  Reeve,  is  going  to  Ottawa 
this  week  and  will  likely  call. 

I  am, 
Yours  truly, 

A.   F.   HAWKE. 

FROM  STANLEY  MILLS  &  CO.,  LIMITED. 

Hamilton,  Canada,  April  15,   1910. 
MR.   J.   McFARLANE, 

Pres.,  Morrisburg  &  Ottawa  Electric  Railway, 
Ottawa,  Ontario. 
Dear  Sir,— 

In   reply   to  yours   of  recent   date,   we  have,   running 
from  the  city  of  Hamilton,  four  Electric  Railways,   all  of 
which  have  been  in  operation  for  some  time. 
1st— Hamilton  to  Dundas,  about  7  miles. 
2nd— Hamilton   to  Brantford,   about  25  miles. 
3rd— Hamilton    to    Grimsby    and   Beamsville,    about    23 

miles. 
4th— Hamilton    to    Burlington    and    Oakville,    about    20 

miles. 
In  addition  to  the  above  an  Electric  Road  is  in  pro- 
ject towards  Guelph  and  Gait,  a  distance  of  about  35  miles, 
and  in  all  probability  will  be  built  at  no  distant  date. 
There  has  also  been  promoted  an  Electric  Road  from  Ham- 
ilton to  Caledonia,  a  distance  of  about  15  miles,  but  there 
is  no  prospect  of  this  road  being  built  at  any  early  date. 


Answering  your  question  as  to  what  benefit,  if  any, 
our  Company  and  others  have  derived  from  the  operation 
of  these  Electric  Eoads,  taking  the  Hamilton  &  Grimsby 
Eoad  as  an  example.  This  road  was  built  about  15  years 
ago,  through  what  has  since  become  one  of  the  finest 
Canadian  fruit  districts.  When  the  line  was  originally 
built  many  of  the  farmers  and  townspeople  on  the  line 
made  vigorous  objection.  I  might  say  that  they  would 
make  even  more  vigorous  objection  today  if  it  was  pro- 
posed to  alter  the  route  or  do  away  with  the  road.  This 
in  itself  will  give  you  a  good  idea  of  how  the  line  is  appre- 
ciated by  those  being  served.  It  certainly  has  been  a  very 
large  factor  in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the 
country.  The  quick  and  convenient  marketing  of  fruit  in 
competition  with  steam  railroads  is  only  one  of  the  many 
advantages  of  the  Electric  line  in  this  section.  The  fre- 
quent communication  between  the  towns  of  Grimsby, 
Beamsvilie,  Stony  Creek,  Winona  and  Hamilton  all  on  this 
line,  is  of.  very  great  advantage  to  all  concerned.  As  mer- 
chants of  Hamilton  we  have,  of  course,  reaped  a  large 
benefit,  and  so  have  the  merchants  and  residents  in  each 
town.  During  the  fruit  picking  and  canning  season  many 
working  men  and  women  of  Hamilton  travel  daily  down 
the  line  to  where  they  find  congenial  employment  in  the 
orchards  and  canning  factories.  On  the  other  hand,  many 
men,  who  live  cheaply  in  the  smaller  towns,  find  daily 
work  in  the  factories  of  this  city.  School  children  and 
students  constantly  use  the  Electric  Railway. 

What  I  have  said  about  the  Hamilton,  Grimsby  & 
Beamsvilie  Road  is  equally  true  of  all  the  other  lines, 
and  the  citizens  of  Hamilton  and  vicinity  would  be  glad 
to   see   more   of  them  under  construction   or  in   operation. 

Trusting  that  these  remarks  will  be  of  some  use  to 
you,  I  remain, 

Yours  truly, 

STANLEY  MILLS. 


Grimsby,  March  17th,  1910. 
MR.   J.   McFARLANE, 

Ottawa,   Ont. 
Dear  Sir,— 

Yours  of  March  15th  re  benefits  H.  G.  &  B.  Electric 
Road  is  to  this  village  and  surrounding  country  received. 
In  reply  would  say  that  we  consider  the  electric  road  very 
beneficial  for  many  reasons,  and  I  will  mention  three  or 
four  of  the  chief  ones,  as  we  know  them. 

1.— The  facilities  for  travel  by  hourly  service,  at  much 
lower  rates  than  steam  roads. 

2— The  large  farms  along  right  of  way  have  all  been 
sub-divided  into  small  fruit  farms,  largely  owing  to  the 
convenience  in  getting  all  products  shipped  from  their 
doors,  thus  saving  expense  of  drawing  to  markets  or 
shipping  points.     This  is  really  greatest  possible  benefit. 

3— Our  Manufactures  and  Canning  Factories  like 
Electric  system  tecause  they  can  get  switches  into  the 
premises,  which  would  be  impossible  from  steam  roads. 

4— Lower  freight  rates,  and  better  service  generally, 
we   consider   of   great  benfit. 

I  may  be  in  Ottawa  next  month  when  if  time  will 
permit  I  shall  look  you  up. 

I  remain, 

Yours  truly, 

W.   MITCHELL. 
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